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Who do we support?
With this magazine we want to support social projects that
contribute to a sustainable development for Africa.
The designs of African artists will now also be printed on
the clothes you buy, 100% of the proﬁt will be directly
invested in our projects and at least 30% for the perspective
of our orphans.

Charity shopping by ArtsyAfrica - Worldwide shipping

With Charity-Shopping you have the opportunity to make a great
contribution to the positive development of orphans in Africa.
Go Charity Shopping here: www.artsyafrica.com/charity-shopping
The NGO Artsy Africa Academy was founded to provide sustainable
support to (orphans) children, youths and young adults. This is realized
for children and young people through sports activities. Through the sale
of products, orphans are enabled to attend schools, for which in many
African countries fees are required.

Learn more about ArtsyAfrica Academy:
www.artsyafrica.com/academy

The
Kingdom
of Sheba
The Kingdom of Sheba is best known
from the way it has been narrated in
the holy books, the Bible, and the
Quran, among others. The narrative
is about the Queen, who was ruling
the Kingdom of Sheba. The Story
was about the Queen of Sheba,
making a visit to King Solomon, who
was known to be the wisest King, to
learn from his wisdom (Wood, 2011).
The Kingdom of Sheba was
impacted dramatically by the Aksum,
which was the ﬁrst indigenous state
in Africa.
The Aksum had powers to control
most of Sudan as well as the
Southern part of Arabia. Its central
point was in the hilly and fertile
terrains in the Northern part of
Ethiopia. The Aksum state conducted
trade with the Egyptians, people
from the Mediterranean, and the
Arabs (Mark, 2018b). They had much
power, which resulted in the
continued growth of their state. It is
believed that the Queen of Sheba
lived in Ethiopia.
,.

Be an
AFRICAN
BY CHOICE
No matter where I live, where I was born,
Africa is my home.
We at Artsy Africa deﬁne the following
terms, Abc & Abb:
Abc - Africans by choice - are all
people who love Africa and do everything
to ensure that Africa develops positively.
And then there are Abb - Africans by
birth - who live in Africa but do
everything just for their own interests.
This ﬁgure was drawn on paper by an
Abc who was born in Africa, lives in Africa
and lives from his street art.

www.artsyafrica.com/charity-shopping

Cryptocurrency for
African Workers
With the advancement of
technology and the growth in the
number of people connected to the
internet in Africa, the number of
online workers continues to
increase. The online workers include
web-developers, software
developers and data analysts
among others. These workers have
some of their clients abroad, and
getting their pay for work done is
extremely expensive and
challenging. Some do not have
passports, while others do not even
have bank accounts.
An African has developed a system
that uses cryptocurrency for
shortening and easing the process
of paying such workers. The system,
referred to as Bitpesa, uses Bitcoin
to reduce the cost and time of
making business payments to SubSaharan Africa and other areas
from Sub-Saharan Africa (Spenser,
2017). Bitcoin is an independent
system that has tokens created and
traded in digital format. Various
traders store the tokens in their
online wallets.
Bitpesa has been designed to take
the tokens and convert them into
money, especially mobile money,
which is a more common way of
making payments in these parts of
Africa.

The smart glove for
understanding sign
language
In most parts of Africa, as well as
other parts of the world, children with
hearing and speech impediments
always have a hard time
communicating with others. This is
primarily because of their inability to
understand sign language. Training
them to communicate in sign
language is also tedious and quite
hard.
Roy Allela has invented a smart
glove, referred to as Sign-IO, that
could help solve this problem. Sign-IO
converts the movements of sign
language into audio speech. The
developer has equipped the glove
with ﬂex sensors attached to every
ﬁnger. The sensors are programmed
to quantify the movements and bends
of the ﬁngers and process the letters
signed. The glove is then connected
to a mobile app through Bluetooth
(Africa’s best inventions, 2018). The
Mobile app then vocalizes the letters
signed.
The translations of the hand
movements into speech occur on a
seamless and real-time basis,
enhancing communication. .

Hi
Swahili Sultans
In most African traditional
kingdoms, Kings and Queens
were carrying out various trading
activities to acquire fame as well
as a fortune. The African East
Coast, which is present-day
Mozambique, Tanzania, and
Kenyan coast, was no exception.
In the 7th century AD, the
African East Coast housed citystates that were well-organized
and very vibrant. The inhabitants
of the city-states used to live in
stone houses. They used to dress
in expensive silk, which was
decorated with gravestones,
glass, and ﬁne ceramics
(Wonders of the African World—
Episodes—The Swahili Coast,
n.d.). The Swahili Sultans ruled
such cities.
Traders from far lands like India
and China visited the Eastern
Coast in their resplendent boats
that were wooden. When they
were leaving the region, they
went with loads of trade goods
that included exotic quadrupeds,
spices, and slaves groaning in
their holds.

tor
The Swahili sultans, who were
kings and queens, oversaw all
the trade that took place
between residents of the coast
and the foreign traders. They
also had control over various
magical objects in the region
(Patel, 2019). Further, they had
immense knowledge about the
traditional ceremonies that
involved the residents of the
area. With this kind of control,
the Sultans were doing very well
in manning the regions they were
in charge of.
However, the Sultans did not go
very far with their trade. The
Omani and Portuguese
conquerors defeated them.
However, despite the defeat, the
cultural mixture brought rise to
the Swahili Language. The
language resulted from a blend
of Arabic, Portuguese, and
African languages (Patel, 2019).
The language has lived on to
date. The conquerors who
replaced the Swahili Sultans
were known as the Omani
Sultans. They selected the
Zanzibar Islands to be their
headquarters.

Afric

The protection against sudden child death

Pneumonia can get lethal.
16% of all under ﬁve years
of child deaths result from
pneumonia. In Uganda,
more than 27,000 children
who are under ﬁve years
die every year after
suffering pneumonia. One
of the reasons for such high
numbers is a result of the
slow process of diagnosis. In
other cases, pneumonia has
been
misdiagnosed
as
Malaria. Hence the children
do
not
receive
the
appropriate treatment for
the conditions they suffer
from.

As a way of addressing this
challenge,
a
Ugandan
engineer designed a smart
jacket that can accurately
and
quickly
diagnose
pneumonia. The biomedical
jacket, referred to as the
Mamaope
Jacket,
can
measure the temperature
of a sick child as well as
their breathing rate (“Five
African inventions to look
out for in 2017,” 2017). The
jacket can further diagnose
the
condition
approximately four times
faster than a doctor would.
It also eliminates the
possibility of human error.

The jacket has been made
using
a
modiﬁed
stethoscope
that
is
attached to a vest. The
stethoscope is then linked
to
a
mobile
phone
application. The application
records the audio of the
child’s
(patient)
chest
(CNN, n.d.). An analysis of
the recorded audio is then
done to detect any lung
crackles. Through surveying
various
pre-determined
points of the lungs, the
jacket can detect other
pneumonia symptoms.

Majik Water Turning Air Into Clean Drinking Water

Access to water has been
one of the signiﬁcant
problems in some parts of
Africa, especially where the
Sahara
Desert
covers.
Many communities have
suffered water shortage,
especially when drought
and famine exist. Beth
Koigi, an African from
Kenya, discovered a way of
harvesting water from the
air. The concept was built
as a way of solving the
water
shortage
issues,
especially
during
the
drought periods.

In her quest to see a world
where everyone had access
to
clean,
safe,
and
adequate water. The SubSaharan Africa experience
challenges in accessing
water more than any other
area in the world. The
technology of harvesting
water from the atmosphere
would, therefore, come in
handy to address the
problem. Studies indicate
that
there
is
an
approximate of six times
additional water in the air
than in all rivers put
together
(Africa’s
best
inventions, 2018).

Tapping into the unutilized
resources, areas such as
Sub-Saharan Africa could
get access to water. Koigi
also indicates that the
water resulting from such
harvesting prevents the
spread
of
waterborne
illnesses.
The
water
harvesting process employs
a device that uses silica
gels. The silica gels can
draw water from the air.
The gel then releases the
water after heating up, to
heat it, a solar panel is
connected to the device as
a source of power.

Kaoshi invention for worldwide money transfer

Transferring money across borders is always a challenge and involves
a long process. In many African countries, especially in places where
technology has not penetrated well, the expenses incurred when
making such transfers are very high. In most countries, citizens have
to go throigh a lot of bureacracy and approvals to make money
transfers. This has limited many business transactions and even
trade across borders both within Africa and outside Africa.
Chukwunonso Arinze, an innovator from Africa, has developed an
application that makes it possible for money transfers across various
borders through a peer to peer platform. This application will be able
to facilitate the transfer of money both within Africa and outside the
continent (Kaoshi, n.d.). It seeks to achieve ease in transferring
money, hence making sure that the users have experience as simple
as that of mobile money transfer, but within borders. This platform is
widely known as Kaoshi.

iCow a farmers best friend

The population of Africa has shown an average growth of
approximately 3% every year. This is almost two times the growth
rate globally. As a result, the food security issue in the continent has
become an essential issue of focus and concern. This presents the
need to optimize farming in the continent in a bid to enhance food
production for the country. In previous years, farmers in the
continent have been carrying out crop production using traditional
methods. As a result, the proceeds of the farming activity are limited
and hence not able to meet the demands of the continent.
A group of innovators created a platform that would help farmers
improve their farming methods towards enhanced yields from the
activity. iCow is a tool that seeks to optimize every aspect of farming
on the continent. Farmers register in the platform, and use data
regarding their type of farming is sent to them via SMS. They receive
expert advice and best practices regarding the nature of agriculture
they are carrying out.

African King Shala Zulu
& his Warriors
Sigidi kaSenzangakhona, who is commonly referred to
as Shaka Zulu, was one of the greatest kings in Zulu.
To date, his reputation remains in many parts of the
globe. Shaka lived in one of the areas of South Africa.
His fame stems from bringing together many chiefdoms
in the locality where they were living (Shaka Zulu |
South African History Online, n.d.). Together, the chiefs
allowed were able to lead their people and withstand
the many challenges they faced during the time.

The Warriors lead by the King were exceptionally
skilled. He took the time to develop the skills of his
soldiers, making sure that they would win many of the
wars that he had to face during his reign. Shaka Zulu
was also known for his innovations in the military. The
innovations assisted in the development of unique skill
sets in the soldiers. He created an inﬂuential warrior
culture in hos kingdom, which had a fearsome
reputation among the diﬀerent people he was
interacting with (Young, n.d.).
Shaka was not only known for war. He was educated
and was also a wise diplomat. In many instances,
Shaka would use his skills to negotiate with his enemies
before resulting in conﬂict. Many of these times, the
negotiations would result in agreements that would
work for his kingdom. He ruled more than 250,000
people in his kingdom (Shaka Zulu | South African
History Online, n.d.). He also led in the training of
more than 50,000 warriors.

Art in Africa
African art has played an essential role in forming and
upholding the culture and history around the world. Art
in Africa started more than 50,000 years ago with rock
art. Rock art then leads to sculpture art which has grown
and developed to carvings and sculptures that are made
of metal and wood. The diﬀerent forms of art in the
continent have not only formed great tourist attractions
but also assisted in preserving and sharing the culture
and values of the continent all over the world. This is
primarily because most of the art is a representation of
traditional African activities. Studies indicate that Africa
is the originator of art in the globe. Art was the source of
the greatest inventions in the world.
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